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If the animal is turned around it may appear to pivot on the hind legs, favoring the sore feet as much as possible. When only the hind feet are involved, they are placed forward with the weight on the heels and the front feet are drawn as far back as possible to reverse the load, giving the animal a characteristic bunched-up appearance. When all four feet are included, the animal stands stiffly and will refuse to move. All animals with founder have a fever, breathe rapidly, and the feet feel hot to the touch. Chronic founder may be a continuation of the acute type just described and the symptoms are not so pronounced or striking. The long-continued inflammation of the foot results in an altered appearance of the hoof. The toes grow longer from disuse, the heel recedes or shortens, and the hoof wall has a parallel ringed, wavy or uneven, surface. These changes generally cause lameness.
Treatment
Proper handling of this disease will require the services of a veterinarian trained in the use of medicine. The owner, however, may relieve the animal until help arrives. First, the shoes should be removed; this will reduce the pressure on the wall of the hoof, especially if the animal is improperly shod. To allay the pain as much as possible the feet should be packed in ice, using a burlap bag for a binder, or placed in tubs or pails of ice-cold water. If running water is available, a stream of cold water applied to the legs and feet affords relief. Treatment should be kept up continuously for three or four hours. When the veterinarian arrives he will administer a quick-acting physic and outline further treatment.
LYMPHANGITIS OR BIG-LEG
This disease is primarily one of the horse, but a similar condition has been observed in some other domestic animals. It is a severe inflammation of the lymphatic vessels of the leg, resulting in a pronounced swelling, from which